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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-2, 7 and 30 are pending in this application and have been examined in 
response to application RCE filed on 04/06/2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 7 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Khosla et al. (Khosla US 6,202,061 B1) and Takiwa et al. 
(Takiwa, JP2000-298467 A). 

4. As to INDEPENDENT claim 1 , Khosla discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: a display control section configured to simultaneously provide a thumbnail 
area, and a collection area on a common display (fiq.5, thumbnail region "305" as the 
thumbnail area and album page region "309" as the collection area): 

a reduced image display section configured to reduce the images displayed in 
the thumbnail area (fiq.5, "305", fig. 12b, "809"; col. 13, lines 12-14; a small picture 
representation of the actual images are displayed in the thumbnail area); 
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a second selection section configured to select an image from among the images 
displayed through the [thumbnail] image display section (col. 13, lines 63-64; a user 
selects an image) : and 

an entry section configured to enter into the collection area, the image selected 
by the second selection section ( col .13, lines 64-66; the selected image is entered into 
the album page region). 

Khosla does not disclose a comparison area; a first selection section configured 
to select two or more images from among the reduced images displayed in the reduced 
image display section; a comparison image display section configured to display , in the 
comparison area, the two or more images selected by the first selection section; an 
image processing section configured to perform at least one image processing of 
reducing processing, enlarging processing, and moving processing on the two or more 
images displayed in the comparison image display section; 

In the same field of endeavor, Takiwa discloses a comparison area (fig .3, "DETAILED 
DESCRIPTION", [0001], multiple images are displayed side by side for a comparative 
observation); 

a first selection section configured to select two or more images (fig.4, step 1 ; 
"DETAILED DESCRIPTION", [0024]; images are selected); 

a comparison image display section configured to display , in the comparison 
area, the two or more images selected by the first selection section (fig.4, step 1 ; fig. 3; 
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"DETAILED DESCRIPTION", [0024]; images are opened for a comparative 
observation); 

an image processing section configured to perform at least one image 
processing of reducing processing, enlarging processing, and moving processing on the 
two or more images displayed in the comparison image display section (fig. 3; 
"DETAILED DESCRIPTION", [0020]; the selected images are zoomed). 

Khosla and Takiwa do not individually disclose selecting images from a first 
selection thumbnail area, displaying the selected images in the comparison area, and 
selecting an image from the comparison area and insert the image to an entry section. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
drag and drop image selection interface taught by Khosla to be integrated with the 
image comparison interface taught by Takiwa for the benefit of simplifying image 
selection and placement. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teaching 
of Khosla and Takiwa before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
digital media organization system taught by Khosla to include synchronous image 
comparison taught by Takiwa with the motivation being to enhance digital media 
selection by introducing detailed comparative observation of multiple images (Hiroyuki, 
Abstract). 
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5. As to claim 2, Takiwa discloses the image processing section is configured to 
perform the image processing so that the images are operatively interlocked with each 
other and undergo the same processing together ("DETAILED DESCRIPTION", [0019], 
[0028]; "synchronous display"). 

6. As to INDEPENDENT claim 7, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

7. As to claim 30, see rationale addressed in the rejection of claim 2 above. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 and 7 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. Applicant argues that a superimposition of the images (application remark pg.9, 
par.2) disclosed by Tokiwa is not a required step for the claimed image comparison 
feature. 

1 0. In response to applicant's argument, whether or not a superimposition of the 
images is a necessary step for the claimed image comparison to be functional is not 
disclosed on the claim, thus not addressed. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAOSHIAN SHIH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1257. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 0730-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HSS 

/Kieu D Vu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



